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EMPOWERING FAIRFAX: STREAMLINING ACCESS TO
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENTS

Fairfax County in northern Virginia encompasses 17 neighborhoods over approximately 400 square
miles and houses more than a million people. With such dense population, County staff recognized
a need to provide their citizens with easier access to important planning and development
documents.

The project began in 2021 with the conversion of the County’s Zoning Ordinance and Public
Facilities Manual into the enCodePlus software system. Since then, we have added the
Comprehensive Plan - 2017 Edition and its associated Area Plans. All documents have the standard
enCodePlus features, including mobile-responsive site views, links to the county website, and
Adobe PDF Generator capability, but each also has some unique features.

The Zoning Ordinance includes a Development Calculator that factors in multiple complicated
regulations to help users estimate the number of required parking spaces for specific development
projects. The Public Facilities Manual utilizes the Custom Indexing feature to compile Plates from
throughout the document into one page. Custom landing pages introduce users to the Policy Plan
and Area Plans that comprise the county’s Comprehensive Plan and assist them in navigating the
plan by providing direct links to plan sections.

enCodePlus and Fairfax County look forward to collaborating on future plans.

Coordinated branding and similar main menu options ensure a
consistent user experience when navigating between multiple
document portals.
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The Comprehensive Plan (the Plan) is a long-range guide for

decision-making about the natural and built environment, and is

used by the county's Board of Supervisors, the Planning
Commission, the Board of Zoning Appeals, county staff, and the
ic in the planning process. The Plan consists of the Policy Plan.
Plan volumes, and a Plar he Policy Plan volume
general countywide polic e, transportation,

using, the environment, heritage r

s, economic

development, and public facilities, including public parks,
recreation, and trails. The Area Plans contain detailed planning
recommendations organized by geographic areas of the county.
The Plan Map illustrates general, "baseling” land use

recommendations, but must be used with the Area Plan volumes

2o fully under s planned for a particular area or site
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